
Research Proposal Instructions     

Background:

Developing the research proposal will be your single most important task during your stay at UC Davis. (A whole course, FOR293 Research Methodology, is largely devoted to this endeavor). This form is designed to help you organize your ideas, define your research objectives, and coordinate your research with others in our Program. It also serves a number of other administrative purposes, so fill it out completely and follow established UCD policies. If it is not suitable for your needs, develop your own, but adhere to our generic format. The intent is to provide you, your PI, and other advisors a contractual understanding of responsibilities and commitments, and to track your progress in our research database. Your research proposal, when approved, also helps avoid conflict with research activities of other students, permits us to allocate research funds to your PI, and keeps research efforts on track and within the scope of a MS degree.

Research Plan Expectations:  

1. Read the policy on graduate and thesis advisors available on the program website. 
2. In conjunction with your PI, develop this proposal. 
3. Do a survey of previous work to understand the context of your proposed work. 
4. Discuss selection of other advisors with your PI and Graduate Advisor.
5. Determine the availability and cost of your equipment, facility use, supplies and other needs.  (Maximum budget for expenses:  $2000.00).  
6. Obtain an electronic copy of the CV or résumé from each advisor not in the Forensic Science Graduate Group.
7. Obtain original (no photocopies or electronic signatures) signatures from your PI and the advisors.
8. Include each committee member’s full name and title (Hint: title is NOT “thesis adviser”) on the signature page. 
9. Submit a hard copy of your complete proposal with signatures to the Forensic Science Graduate Program office, Attention: Student Affairs Officer.   
10. Send an electronic copy (MS Word) to the Student Affairs Officer for entry into the electronic database.

FORENSIC SCIENCE GRADUATE PROGRAM
MS in Forensic Science - Student Research Proposal
(This proposal should not exceed 6 double spaced pages)

	Last Name:      
	First:      
	Middle      
	Student ID #:      

	Address:      
	City:     
	State      
	Zip      

	Email:      
	                          
	Phone:      


Title (one line):        
Abstract: (Summary of the proposed research, approximately 8 lines.)

     
Background: (Two paragraphs: Paragraph 1. Set out the context of your proposed research.  Paragraph 2.  Develop the arguments necessary to specify your question (including citations), and state that question as the final sentence. 

     
Hypotheses: (Succinctly state your mutually exclusive or alternate H1 and H0.)   
H1            
H0                

Predictions: (List the critical difference between future observations if each of your hypotheses were correct in turn.) 
     
Experiments and Surveys: (List and briefly describe the experiments you plan for each of your prediction.)

     
Statistical or other methods of data analysis: (List and briefly describe how you will determine if the data rule out one of your hypotheses, and at what level of significance)

     
Expectations: (What do you predict the likely results of your research to be?  How will this affect our understanding of the scientific context of this research?  What would be the benefits and implication to the relevant scientific communities?)

     
Materials and Methods: (List and discuss the facilities, equipment and supplies required for each experiment.  Provide and estimate of costs to conduct this research.  Once your proposal is approved, the Program will provide $2000.00 to your PI in support of your research expenses.)
     
Location:  (where will you conduct your research, and who will be your on-site adviser?)

     
References: (Cite all key references used to develop this research proposal.)  

     
Graduate Thesis Advisors: (List the names and titles of proposed thesis advisors – See current UC advisor policy posted on the student forensic science website.) 
1.        
Name, Title
Department



________________________
____________

Principal Investigator/Advisor

Signature



Date
Thesis Chair



2.        
Name, Title
Department



________________________
____________

Second Investigator/Advisor

Signature



Date



3.        
Name, Title
Department



________________________
____________

Third Investigator/Advisor

Signature



Date
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Submit signed form to the Graduate Coordinator in the Forensic Science Office
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